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NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA (WA) — PUBLIC SECTOR COMMISSIONER’S REPORT 

Statement by Minister for Heritage 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Heritage) [12.07 pm]: I rise to table the Public Sector 

Commissioner’s report into the National Trust of Australia (WA). I sought clarity from the Public Sector 

Commissioner regarding my legislative authority as Minister for Heritage for the administration of the National 

Trust of Australia (WA) Act 1964. The commissioner then determined to undertake a review of the legislative, 

governance and accountability arrangements for the trust in accordance with section 24B of the Public Sector 

Management Act 1994. The commissioner found that the National Trust of Australia (WA) Act 1964 was 

inconsistent with contemporary legislative practices in two key areas, those being a lack of statutory authority for 

the minister to direct the activities of the trust, and the size of the National Trust Council. He recommended 

consideration of non-legislative options in the first instance in an attempt to address the accountability issues. 

This includes the development of a new communications agreement, the use of a memorandum of understanding, 

and amendment to the trust’s rules establishing appropriate protocols. Should these fail, legislative options are 

available. 

The Public Sector Commissioner has made 17 recommendations to improve the trust’s governance and 

transparency of operation. I met with the chair and president of the trust on September 2011 and there was 

agreement in principle to work together on the recommendations in the report with a view to providing greater 

transparency and accountability. The chair of the trust provided me with a formal response to the review’s 

recommendations, accepting all recommendations apart from the need to reduce the number of council members 

and stating a preference for a non-legislative response to address the accountability concerns raised. A draft 

communications agreement is currently with the National Trust Council for consideration and endorsement. I 

look forward to improved governance and transparency of the trust’s operations, as well as greater accountability 

and reporting to myself as minister. I have asked for six monthly reporting on the progress made on the 

implementation of the commissioner’s recommendations. I thank the Public Sector Commissioner for his report.  

[See paper 4545.]  

 


